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CITY OF MUSKEGON
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

SPECIAL MEETING
MINUTES

June 15, 2004

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Chairperson, D. Chambers.

MEMBERS PRESENT: D. Chambers, J. Hilt, L. Spataro, A. Medema, T. Bosma, T.
Russo, A, Brown

MEMBERS ABSENT: None.

STAFF PRESENT: L. Anguilm, H. Griffith

OTHERS PRESENT: W. Wright, 452 W. Webster; C. Houghtaling, 1189 Peck;
K. Cunningham, 571 W. Clay; J. Fisher, 391 W. Webster.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion to approve the regular meeting minutes of May 4, 2004 was made by J. Hilt,
supported by T. Bosma and unanimously approved.

NEW BUSINESS/PUBLIC HEARINGS

Case 2004-16 – Request to replace the roof on the house and garage and also to repair the
chimneys.  Applicant: William Wright; 452 W. Webster Ave.; District: National Register; Class:
AA.  L. Anguilm presented the staff report.  The applicant needs to replace the roof on the
house and garage.  Typically this wold be a staff approval, but since he isn’t sure at this
point exactly what he will be doing and also needs approval for the chimney work, both
items are being brought before you.  The applicant wishes to re-roof over the present roof
using tamko laminated shingles.  He has also has been investigating possible cedar shake
shingles, but will have a final request ready at the meeting.  He also needs to do extensive
work on all three chimneys.  Two of the chimneys, namely the shorter gray chimney and
the natural brick chimney will be taken down and replaced with like materials.  The taller
gray chimney will be tuck pointed.  The chimneys will not be repainted.  Staff
recommends approval of the roof if the roofing material is standard asphalt, three-tab
shingles, which are similar or better that what was previously used.  Staff recommends
approval of tuck pointing the taller gray chimney and replacement of the other two
chimneys, as long as like materials are used and like design is followed, particularly with
the natural brick chimney, since it has a certain historic character.

J. Hilt asked about what roofing materials would be used.  W. Wright stated that they
would be a simulated cedar shakes.  L. Spataro stated which of the chimneys looked to be
the original style for the home.  He also stated that the other 2 chimneys looked like they
had been replaced.  He asked if the chimneys would be rebuilt to look like what should be
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there originally.  W. Wright explained the process he went through to determine what to
do with the chimneys.  L. Spataro felt that it they should be rebuilt to the original pattern.
W. Wright stated that he would prefer to have them generally match.  T. Bosma stated
that he would like to see the tallest chimney lowered.

A motion that HDC approve the replacement of the roof on the house and garage at 452
W. Webster Avenue with the following conditions: 1) The work will involved shall
maintain the appearance of the original roofing materials.  2) There shall be no changes to
the rooflines or overhangs.  3) No architectural  details shall be masked or disturbed.  4)
Any copper flashing or gutter work shall be retained or replaced with comparable
materials.  5) Sheeting may be replaced if there are no changes to the roof lines,
overhangs, or details of the structure.  6) The tuck pointing of the taller gray chimney
located on the side of the house and the reconstruction of the shorter gray chimney, as
well as the natural brick chimney, was made by T. Russo, supported by A. Medema and
unanimously approved.

Case 2004-17 – Request to pave the parking lot at the back of the building.  Applicant: Cook &
Houghtaling, PLC; 1189 Peck St.  District: Clinton-Peck; Class: A.  L. Anguilm presented the
staff report.  The applicant has begun extensive landscaping work on the property, and in
order to meet the City Zoning Ordinance requirements, needs to pave the parking lot
located at the rear of the house.  Final plans may include less paved area and a different
access plan than shown in the drawing.  Staff recommends approval of the paving,
pending final approval from other City Departments.

C. Houghtaling explained the history of the home.  There is limited street parking and
there are 6 employees working there.  He is proposing to have 6 on-site, paved, parking
spaces for the employees.  A. Medema asked if there would be greenspace between the
parking lot and the curb.  C. Houghtaling stated that there would be.  L. Spataro asked
what materials were proposed for the paving.  C. Houghtaling stated that they would like
to use blacktop.  T. Bosma asked if they would need to have barrier free parking.  C.
Houghtaling stated that since the use had remained the same for the building, barrier free
parking wasn’t required.

A motion that the HDC approve the paving of the parking area located at the rear of the
property at 1189 Peck Street, pending final approval from other City Departments, was
made by L. Spataro, supported by J. Hilt and unanimously approved.

Case 2004-18 – Request to repair the porch roof.  Applicant: Kelvin Cunningham, 571 W. Clay
Ave.  District: Clay-Western; Class: AA.  L. Anguilm presented the staff report.  The roof on
the rear of the house covering an enclosed porch is in need of repair.  Applicant wishes to
extend the existing roofline of the house to cover the porch area.  He would be removing
the current shed style, flat roof.  Staff recommends approval of extending the roof from
the main structure to cover the enclosed porch, as long as the same materials are used for
the roof, and any siding needed to be installed at the peak.
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K. Cunningham explained what he would like to do.  T. Russo asked what materials
would be used for siding the rear as this home has 2 different sidings.  K. Cunningham
stated that it would be wood that matches what was in the front of the home.

A motion that the HDC approve the extension of the roof to include the enclosed porch
area located at the rear of the house at 571 W. Clay Avenue, with the condition that the
same roofing and wood clapboard siding being used, was made by T. Russo, supported
by L. Spataro and approved with J. Hilt voting nay.

Case 2004 - 19 – Request to replace the top of a monument sign.  Applicant:
Congregation B’Nai Israel, 391 W. Webster Ave.  District: Houston; Class: A.  L.
Anguilm presented the staff report.  The top of the monument sign located at the front
northwest corner of the temple was destroyed.  It previously held a metal glassed frame
sign indicating the time of services.  They propose to replace it with a limestone piece
that would contain the name of the temple and date established.  Staff recommends
approval of replacing the top of the monument sign with limestone containing the
inscription of the temple as seen in the proposed drawing.

J. Fisher explained the pedestal is the original one.  A car had run into it.  He explained
what had been there and what the proposed sign would look like.

A motion that the HDC approve the replacement of the monument sign top located at the
northwest corner of the temple located at 391 W. Webster Avenue with limestone
containing the inscription of the temple contained in the proposed  drawing, was made by
J. Hilt, supported by T. Bosma and unanimously approved.

WALK-ON

Case 2004-20 – Request to replace two storm doors, one on the back and one on the front
of the house.  Applicant: Raymond and Jackie Hilt; 1627 Jefferson St.; District:
Jefferson; Class: AA.  J. Hilt abstained from this case and presented what she would like
to do.  She showed the commission members the hardware that she would be using.  Her
husband would be building the doors.

A motion that the HDC approve the replacement of the two storm doors as proposed, was
made by T. Bosma, supported by L. Spataro and approved with J. Hilt abstaining.

OLD BUSINESS

None.

OTHER

Previously tabled case – L. Spataro asked about the case that they had tabled at their
previous meeting.  L. Anguilm stated that the applicant came in and everything was
explained to her, but she hasn’t turned anything in yet.
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T. Bosma took over the meeting.

Study committee for Boiler Works and “Yellow Building”.  L. Anguilm explained to the
commission members the purpose of the study committee.  She stated that the two HDC members
would be D. Chambers and A. Medema.

A motion to recommend to the City Commission the approval of a study committee for
the Boiler Works and “Yellow Building”, was made by L. Spataro, supported by A.
Brown and approved with D. Chambers and A. Medema abstaining.

ADJOURN

The meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m.


